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A Irv Newhouse Bulliing
PO Box 40415 Washington State Senate
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v 7 counties,
FAX: (360) 786.7173 Senator Jim Honeyford south Yekima County
e-mail; honeyfos_jiBleg wa gov 15th Legislative District and southeast Clark County
12 November 2003

Dr. Sylvia P. Mundy, Commissioner

Department of Emploviment Scourity
Mail Stop: 6000
Olympia WA 98507-9046

Dear Commissioner Mundy:
| am writing rogarding the proposed rules to implement 2ESB 6097,

It is very disturbing that the agency did not contact me as the prime sponsor of the legizlation and chaii
of the Senate Commerce und Trade committee as to the mtent of language dealing with the reduction of
weekly benefits from thirly weeks lo lwenty-six weeks. [ find that your agency, in developing rules to
umplemnent this legislation, is attempting to interpret legislative intent.

My intent, as sponsor of the legislation, was for the reduction to wansition from the thirty weeks to the
twenty-six weeks, and then the twenty-six weeks would be the permanent time frame for bensfits.

The change in language to implement this change was specifically designed to allow the transition for
employces who would be laid off in the very near future. It was not intended to be a floating or
fluctuating target.

Again, | wish to emphasize that my intent as the prime sponsor of the legislation and chair of the Senate
Commerce and Trade committes was for the benefit week to be permanently reduced to twenty-six
weeks. There was never any debate or discussion here in the Legislature that the intent was otherwise.

The proposed rules change this legislanon,

I await your responsc.
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