“The American system of public school
education best meets the needs of our states
and nation when all local school boards
recognize and meet their full legal, civil,
social, economic, moral, and ethical
responsibilities.”

— National School Board Association, Beliefs and Policies




APPENDIX A: SPECIFIC CONTRACT PROVISIONS

This study involved the analysis of specific key contract provisions in almost all collective bargain-
ing contracts in the state. The results are displayed in a table. Following is a description of the headings
and the meaning of the codes used.

School District
The name of the school district.

Union
The initials of the union, usually the name of the school district followed by “education association.”

None: A “none” in this field indicates that the school district does not engage in collective bargaining;
teachers are governed by individual employment contracts and school board policies.

NP: The school district did not provide a contract to be reviewed by this study.

ER (Exclusive Representation)

Collective bargaining agreements generally provide that the employer recognizes the union as the
exclusive bargaining representative for a particular employee group. A “Y” indicates a clause recogniz-
ing the local association as the exclusive representative for the district’s non-administrative certificated
staff. An “N” means there is no such clause in the agreement.

AS (Agency Shop)

An agency shop clause requires all employees within the bargaining unit (those for whom the union is
the exclusive bargaining representative) to pay either membership dues or the equivalent in agency fees
or religious objector fees. A “Y” indicates that the contract is an agency shop. An “N” indicates that the
contract does not specifically require payment of fees to the union.

JC (Just cause)
A “Y” indicates that the contract expands “just cause” beyond the statutory provision, usually by applying
it to both discipline and provisional employees. An “N” indicates that the contract does not expand just cause.

SC (Seniority Clause)
A “Y” indicates that seniority is used as the basis for layoffs, transfers, vacancies, or recalls, whether
within the district as a whole or within a particular program. An “N” indicates no such clause.

PB (Pay for Bargaining)

Some districts allow employees to engage in contract negotiations without loss in pay. A contract
providing for this is coded “Y.” This does not include association leave time negotiated on the ordi-
nary terms whereby the union pays for the employee’s substitute. It would include a contract requiring
the district to pay part of the cost of the substitute. A contract not providing for compensation for
negotiators is coded “N.

MS (Maintenance of Standards)

A “maintenance of standards” clause requires the district to negotiate with the union before changing
the current wages, hours, terms or conditions of employment. A “Y” indicates a clause that specifically
or by implication requires the employer to negotiate before changes. A “P” clause indicates a clause
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repeating statutory language that the contract will prevail over any inconsistent policies of the manage-
ment. Coupled with detailed provisions on teaching conditions and work loads, this type of clause
could have the same effect as a “maintenance of standards” clause. An “N” indicates no such language.

Emp. R (Employee Rights)

An “AF” indicates contract language that refers to the option of becoming an agency fee payer. A “C”
indicates language mentioning a right to object to the representation fee, but providing no indication
of proper grounds for objection or possible results. An “R” indicates a clause informing members of a
right to substitute payments to a charity instead of dues based on a religious objection, as provided in
RCW 41.59.100. An “N” indicates that the contract does not inform workers of any rights. (If there is
also an “N” in the agency shop field, the contract contains no agency shop clause and therefore does not
address workers’ rights under an agency shop arrangement.) None of the contracts reviewed fully in-
formed workers that they had a right to object to certain expenditures of their money as agency fee
payers, or that those rights were based in the federal and state Constitutions.

Effective Dates

This section lists the dates the contract is effective. School districts were asked to provide their current
contract; a contract whose last effective date is more than a year prior to the date of this study is
probably being renewed on an annual basis. A few of the districts provided contracts that had not been
finalized at the time they were provided; these are marked with an asterisk.

Fringe Benefits

Fringe benefits granted by districts vary widely. This section primarily focuses on insurance, leave,
and payments or leave for professional development. This section does not cover leave mandated by
law, such as compliance with the Family Medical Leave Act or as a result of work-place injury. It also
does not cover liability insurance, which is mandated by state law. This section does not address pay-
ments that are defined as covering additional “time, responsibility, or incentives,” governed by
supplemental contracts. Leave provisions do not include the number of days available to work for the
union.

Benefit Provisions: Codes followed by a $ and number indicate payment of a definite amount for
that purpose; codes followed with a number and a % sign indicate that the district will pay up to and
including that percentage of the cost.

H=Health insurance
D=Dental insurance
V=Vision insurance
LtD=Long-term disability insurance

Li=Life insurance

Note: These five are the basic plans that the district is required to fund before funding any other form
of insurance. Plans are only listed if the premiums will or may be covered out of the employer’s benefits
contribution. Any of these abbreviations without a symbol following indicates the provider is a WEA-
approved plan. Any followed by an “*” indicate the provider is not specified, or different plans are
offered. Any followed by an “n” indicate that the provider is a provider not on the WEA-approved list.

Ins*=Type and provider of insurance not specified.
Ortho=Orthodontic insurance (Often included with dental)
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ADD=Accidental death and dismemberment insurance
Cancer=Cancer insurance

Salary=Salary insurance

R/D=Reimbursement of deductibles for insurance costs.
Long=Longevity bonus

T=Tuition payments, followed by % or dollar amount.
Le=Legal representation

Leave Provisions: Codes followed by a plain number indicate a variety of leave; unless otherwise
specified, the leave is for that number of days. Leave for other amounts of time are coded with a small
letter following the number:

m=months
w=weeks

Leave followed by a number of days is a short-term leave allowed for the specified number of days. Leave
followed by no code is long-term leave or leave that is to be agreed upon in the individual situation.

S=Sick leave.

S+Fam+...=#=Total number of sick leave days, including types of leave which
will be deducted from sick leave.

Emerg=Emergency leave

P=Personal leave

Ber=Bereavement leave

F=Funeral leave

Health=Long-term leave for health

Disab=Long-term leave for disability

Mat=Maternity leave

Pat=Paternity leave

CC=Childcare leave

Adopt=Adoption leave

Fam=Family illness leave

Ext. Fam=Leave for extended family illness

Rel=Leave to attend religious activities

CR=Civic responsibility leave for jury duty or testifying at trial

Pol=Leave to campaign for or fulfill a political position

CMSRV=Community service leave

Prof=Professional leave

Sab=Sabbatical leave

Ex=Leave to work as exchange teacher

LOA=Generic leave of absence

Va=Vacation leave

Bus=Business leave
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